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President’s Message. Hi to all.

A big thankyou to Tony for giving a talk at shodtite, well done Tony. Congratulations to Mary-Anne
for plant of the night and popular choice, two nisnin a row. Well Done!!

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Mketing on Thursday 17 Elections will be held at
this time.

The new raffle plants have arrived from Tinoneehvgibme very good specimens among them.
Sales table will be operating at the June meeéihgny other time — please ring Margaret if there i
anything you require.

See you at the meeting!!! Wally

GUEST SPEAKER....

Guest Speaker will be Dr. Zoe-Joy Newby who is a Batific Officer in the Science and Conservation
Section of the Royal Botanic Gardens.. The topic Wibe “Angus’s Onion Orchid : habitat, seed
production and microbial relationships”.

PLEASE NOTE THE AGM WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 17 " JULY.
Please consider being involved with the group amdinate for the committee.
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MEETING HELD 15 ™ May, 2014.
Meeting Opened:About 8pm and the President Wal welcomed members.

1. Apologies: Chris Munson, Peter Dowling, lan Lawson.
2. Minutes from Previous Meeting:

Proposed by: Graeme Morrison Seconded byTerry Cooke

3. Business Arising from the Minutes:Nil
4. Treasurer's Report:

Proposed byCarol Asquith Seconded byRoss Morrison
Inward & Outwards Correspondence: Various Newsleters, sent & received.
General Business:
Tony received the WA Terrestrials new named Vaggeti
Tony gave a riveting presentation of orchid growiig
Raffle : Phil, Peter Wise, Graeme Mary-Anne and gaaet.... And the meeting closed.. about 9.30pm



(Gerry Walsh — The Rock Lily Man) has kindly givenpermission for the use of the following
article from his websitewww.therocklilyman.com . Many of us will have already visited his
website and viewed his catalogue, gallery, cultumeotes and, of course, his bush trip stories).

Sarcochilus dilatatus by @&y Walsh (The Rock Lily Man)

Sarcochilus dilatatus is something of a mystery species to most natiehidrgrowers. Everyone knows
what it looks like and they can tell you how itlirdnces the hybrids in which it is a parent. Butaavhole
lot of growers have seéh dilatatus in the wild and even less have much idea aboutahditions it likes
to hang out in. Most will also support the notibattS. dilatatus is difficult to grow in captivity There isn’'t
a whole lot of specimens to be found around thé& lnasises in the village of Sydney, or in any other
village really.

These hazy ideas, held by the majority of gronams,quite natural and it is easy to understandhost the
vagueness that surroun8dlilatatus has evolved.

The first plants of. dilatatus that | ever seen were seedlings which were didegthirom flasks at a
meeting of ANOS Sydney Group some time in 198%tamed four of these and promptly killed them
before ever seeing any flowers. The next planipégenced were shown to me in September 1987y th
late Ralph Crane, from Brisbane, and were growmité Brisbane Forest State Park. I'll never fotbet
elation of that first glimpse of these wild growiptants. And | quickly understood just how I'd mardd
those precious seedlings back in ‘83.

As is often the case, seeing those first wild @ariS dilatatus gave me all the understanding | needed to
successfully grow this small Sarcanthinae spetiéte did | realise tha&. dilatatus would prefer to grow
on the thin twigs of shrubs in a small, dry, Lamtamoked gully, much more than on the thick moss-
encrusted slab of hardwood where | had sentencsg theedlings to a slow death. There can be no
disputing the value of studying the habitats ofithgous native orchid species we come acrosstoear
many growers go all dribbly at the mouth at théns@f a nice orchid growing in a tree, but faildloserve
where the tree itself is growing.

| tend to think ofS. dilatatus as a sort of northern form &f australis. They both grow in almost identical
situations with regards to position on the hostpavement, moisture and light. They even haverafl
shape vaguely similar i.e. long and narrow withbdile ends to the segments. It is quite possiide these
two species have a common ancestry.

S dilatatusis very uncommon in NSW. | have never seen a geswing in situ in the wilds of my own
state. It certainly exists sparingly in dry scralwgay from the coast and to the west of about Graftbave
no real knowledge of it occurring elsewhere in NSMbrth of the bordel$. dilatatus begins to appear with
regularity. As mentioned above, the preferred lal@ppears to be dry, scrubby rainforest and doedk,
noticeably at low to moderate altitudes and at sdisi&ance from the coast. By far the greatest nurobe
plants | know of occur in plantation hoop pinesha Sunshine Coast and Noosa Hinterland. It fretiyien
colonises the lower limbs of the older plantings as do a host of other native orchids.

| first observed this feature of plantation hoopgs back in November 1989. On a subsequent vittiete
areas in January 1993 | set out to check out afimoiihis man made habitat as | could in one day. |
finished the day having logged in 600 kms and withview thatS. dilatatus is benefiting greatly from the
activities of the forest industry in southern Qusand. | could never forget the sight of a dozeamof the
hugest specimen plants of this species that | bagecome across, sitting smugly about four metbese
my head. Several of these were hanging off deadlslinOne in particular supported seventeen leawes a
over fifty old racemes. As well, there were elemenv racemes nearly ready to burst into bloom. Taetp
was on its last legs when collected and unfortupdt@eever recovered. | kept the dead trophy feang to
show all the sceptics just how hugalilatatus can get.

| was shocked when visiting the same locale in dani995, to found about twenty hectares of plodghe
up clay and not a stick of shade for hundreds dfeseround. It resembled a bombing range. | agrte



the need for a forest industry based on plantatboid don’t know how to deal with the idea of iet}
thousands of orchids perish in the rubble pilesrafte inevitable harvesting takes place.

It makes sense that any plants growing in suclsta®ups should be rescued before they are killed .
regardless of how rare or how common a speciesdrey

A discussion ors. dilatatus could not be concluded without mentioning the fahat occurs up near
Gladstone and at points further inland and up tngoCalliope Range. This form of the species tieshe to
my attention when | journeyed up there in Septemi®82. We found this little Sarc that had justdired
flowering by a matter of days. For the life of u& could not decide what species it was. What wbeld
flowering in the middle of winter? The southern @ugland form oS&. dilatatus blooms from November
through to January i.e. summer. So although theseptants looked lik&. dilatatus, we discounted the
idea because of this six month discrepancy inltweering time. After all, it is only four hours cdrive to
the north of the type range.

Of course, it is now well known that this pondergpscies is indeefl dilatatus, but with a very different
habit and appearance. The flowers are much durop&out, being only about one cm high compared to
southern flowers which can reach 2.5 cms deepcolwmur is the other outstanding feature of these
Gladstone plants. The club-like ends of the segsa strongly cerise/ochre brown in nearly all the
specimens I've seen in flower, while the southerowr varies from yellow through to coffee browrdaas
dark as treacle brown. A large specimen in fulblohois absolutely stunnings. dilatatus can get up to a
dozen buds on each raceme. But this doesn’t meamhére will be a dozen open flowers at any givee.
It is the habit ofS. dilatatusto open progressively, but certainly not regulavifhile two flowers may be
open today, these might wilt away after a few d#ysould be up to ten days or so before the nagtar
two buds open. This irregularity means that a speniplant can have flowers on board for a longogleoi
time. If the weather is not too hot or changeadeh flower can last up to two weeks.

For its sizeS dilatatus usually has an above average number of racemelsnfAwith only 3 leaves often
has two or three racemes. All this irregularity methat hybrids made with dilatatus usually have the
same unpredictable flowering habit and blooms ganaip over an extended period compared to other
Sarcanthinae hybrids.

If you want to growsS. dilatatus successfully you must consider where it grows iturgaand transfer that
knowledge across to the bush house. The big clyoigenust make is what host to tie your plants oivip
favourite host at the moment is two cm thick bras;labout forty cms long, of that very common
Leptospermum species that has to be nearly the most commormitréiee dry ridge tops of the Hawkesbury
Sandstone regions. As you can probably gathem’t demember what species it is. But it's the onthw
the wide and thin flaky bark that peels away in seasvhen pulled even slightly. This bark is usuallyrey
colour with just a hint of purple. Do you know tbee | mean?

The roots get under this bark and it is very hardwerwater them. This saves many a plar& oflatatus
and the other quick-die species suclsaistralis. In fact I've got several specimens®faustralis still
growing happily on thigeptospermum host after more than five years. | attribute thiscess solely to the
dryness that the roots find under the copious kgéthis ti-tree bark. You virtually can’t wet tineunless
you set out to do so. Of course it helps to haegithip in some corner where you don’t water thenwanyy
S dilatatusis one of those species best hung up and forgotten.

Speaking of roots, those 8fdilatatus are perhaps the most active of all the Sarcockpesies. They are
constantly growing - | doubt there is a time in ylear when they don’t have long green tips prolbiegy
way along through the fissures and layers of bar&.seen wild plants of fairly small size with jus few
roots but a couple of them can be pushing a metiength without any doubt. Wild plants often caary
great number of seed pods. More than once I'vergbdeplants with 6 or 8 pods from last season istitl
split despite this year's blooms just opening. Tetimese pods are just as interesting as the flowers
themselves. They represent vigour and fertility teaften absent from some other species of native
orchids. For the novice grower, specimen plantS dilatatus are just not available. Hopefully it will be
available more frequently in flasks in the fututesure deserves to be.
Gerry Walsh

(Ha® look at his website shown above...it's realyedl developed site!!!)



Benching Results MAY Meeting 15/5/2014.

Dendrobium Species Den. bigibbum M.A. Warner
Den. prenticeii C. Long
Dendrobium Hybrid D. Topaz Dream ‘Ben’ M. Warner
Den. Berger J. English
Sarcanthinae Species nil
Sarcanthinae Hybrid nil
B. Schillerianum (Note: Not really in
Bulbophylium Flower) ( ’ R. Morrison
Aust. Species Other D. bowmanii R. Momiso
Aust. Hybrid Other nil
Terrestrial Pterostylis Pt. Concinna T. Cooke
Dip. Grandiflorum R. Hanman
Caladenia Species nil
Terrestrial Evergreen nil
Diuris Species nil
Terrestrial Hybrid Ptd. X conoglossa J. English
Terrestrial Other Aci fornicates J. English
Ceno wispida T. Cooke
Australasian Species Ptst tonvicaula Terrgkeo
Australasian Hybrid D. Bush ‘Pansy’ J. English
rl:l](())\;g;ty Class (50% or Den bigibbum’Artic suprise x RSL Pink’ D. Roberts
Seedling First Flowering nil
Growing Competition 1 R. Hanman
Growing Competition 2 A. & C. Asquith

Plant of the night is Dendrobium Topaz Dream ‘Ben’grown by Mary-Anne Warner
and the Popular Choice was also the same plant amgglower, Mary-Anne. Congratulations

An Extra look at Gerry’s Website.... It's a wellgsented site with lots of info available as welpkts!!!

Papillilabium beckleri

IF YOU want to see just how attractive some of mafive orchid species can be, just take a long &iok
Papillilabium beckleri the next time you get theobe. Unfortunately for novices, this species doésive
a common name. Also, while it is a common specigke wild, it is not often seen in captivity. dfvat
Spring Shows it's unusual to see more than thréauofspecimens benched at a time. It's only thallsm
band of die-hard species growers in Sydney GrolldNDS that seem to have any plants at all. Andithis
despite P. beckleri being quite common in aredsaaorth, south and west of Sydney - literaltyirsg right
on our doorstep.

P. beckleri is a small member of the Sarcanthindetsbe and looks for all the world like a juvenplant
of Plectorrhiza tridentata to the uninitiated. Bos reason, many people may have been staringdRldpi
right in the face for years without realising ihéy both grow in typical Sarcanthinae style i.ethie twigs
of trees near or over-hanging water courses. How&éeckleri tends to have red/purplish pigmanits
leaves whereas Plectorrhiza leaves are generaligasly green. But this observation cannot be tasen
gospel. To the experienced observer the two caeparated rather easily. The main points to loolafe
the much thinner old racemes on P. beckleri anchitsh narrower leaves. The leaves nearly alwayjegiro



well forward of the crown, whereas P. tridentata/ks are wider, project at nearly 180 degrees ftedm
crown and inter-leaf spacing is quite wide (up ¢onl), whereas P. beckleri has no obvious intergpating
at all.

P. beckleri rarely has more than five leaves ardahreach a maximum length of around 65 mms. Téte va
majority of plants would be far smaller however @oedhmonly have only 2 or 3 leaves. The stems aeiy
longer than So mms in P. beckleri but P. tridenti@quently has stems up to 400 mms or more long.

The racemes of P. beckleri are up to 7S mms lodgsapport up to a dozen flowers arranged spirally
around the rhacis . . . which adds considerabtiiéccharm of the species. The flowers are 7 to & meep
and generally a light creamy green in colour wipkash of vivid red/purple on the column and antBet
the most startling aspect of the flowers has ttheeperfume; spicy sweet and extremely potenttfosize.
In fact, it is potent enough to take your breattapvf sampled in a confined area on a hot day.

P. beckleri is distributed from the extreme nonthearts of the lllawarra in the south, all the wgyto soutl
eastern Queensland where | have seen it growitigeiBrisbane Forest Park and in plantation hoopsin
near Kenilworth. It can be found from near seall¢wvethe south) up to about 800 metres above e |
(mid north coast). It tends to avoid the higheaar@here most other temperate Sarcanthinae specidd
be quite happy to colonise.

P. beckleri is a colony forming species that readtsegreatest diversity in smallish shrubs, sucivater
gums and lily pillys, along watercourses. It ocoasily occurs away from creeks however. The biggest
plants I've seen grow on the lower branches oBtddk Wattles to the south of Sydney. These treesa
hundred or more metres into open forest and away the creek. Hopefully this extensive colony gbesu
plants escaped the January bush fires that cuathewhrough the region.

P. beckleri is easy to grow so long as root pradads the yardstick you use to measure your siscddse
roots are fast growing and seem to readily atthemselves to any host material. Bamboo sticks great
host but so to is cork and hardwood strips. Lordyslinny is the way to go. Moisture retentive mialer
need not be added as the roots tend to avoid nmolssp@ngy surfaces.

However, P. beckleri still has a reputation asra bha grow species - and with good reason. Seeming|
healthy specimens frequently develop a rot in tlegvn and die within a matter of days. By the tirhe tot
is noticed it's simply too late to treat the praoblehis is quite likely a fungal problem, althouglvacterial
culprit may be at work. The speed at which an ii@@specimen collapses is staggering. Several other
Sarcanthinae species are susceptible to the saméion e.g. Sarcochilus australis, S. dilatatug)ili and
Schistotylus purpuratus.

Prevention is better than cure in all these casdshis is where diligent cultural practice loonngh on a
good orchid growers agenda. | also try to keejgih lon my agenda. Good culture in this instancensea
rigid adherence to the old doctrines of high aivemaent combined with controlling the application of
water. Too much is dangerous and is just not nacgsB. beckleri is well able to tolerate reasonaly
conditions. And if the truth be known, the driebbash houses is probably far damper than the alatur
habitat in which many of the smaller Sarcs dwelldgtended periods of the year anyway.

For anybody desiring to try their hand at growihg fittle gem, the prospect is not all that enegumg. |
cannot recall ever having seen it on the list ghats available from any nursery at all. And I'eyver seen
it in flask either. As well, there has never bedrylrid registered with P. beckleri as a parent.iBuhe
years ahead | feel it will turn up as a parentywildists explore and strive to extend the horizohsolours
with Sarc. hybrids.

This last bit of journalistic bulldust reminds ni&at | haven't said a word at all regards the fegp&in
beckleri. Like most small Sarcanthingeesies, P. beckleri is not a gross feeder. My egpees suggest th
it will exist well on small, irregular applicatiorts fertiliser, as all of my plants have to anyw@&yntrolling
the dreaded crown rot should be the only difficutiyending growers of P. beckleri encounter. Brsgtfyou
will need to get yourself a plant, and that's wherer trouble will no doubt start. Don't give uptigh, you
should be able to to locate a specimen if you try. Good Growing!!!!



From Sutherland’s Orchid Society Website...
Dendrobium Speciosum Var. Speciosum ‘National WhiteHCC/AOC-NSW
Not just a rock lily but a diamond (lily)!

National White is my favourite native orchid andspibly my favourite orchid overall. Very few
people fail to be impressed by the sight of it. fFarit was love at first sight.

It was introduced to the orchid growing fraterrity Col Brandon who achieved one of the earliest
quality awards with it when it gained HCC numbe? 2&m the AOC in September 1979. The
virtues of National White that were acknowledgedHhmsy judges on this occasion were -

« Pristine white flowers offset by the dark purplerkiiags on the labellum

« The upright racemes with all flowers well above lgves, no need for stakes with this one!

« The very generous flower count that is naturallpiaged to form a perfect 'foxtail’ display

« Excellently formed flowers that put their arms gis} and legs (sepals) in the air to present a
flat face to the onlooker.

Overall the impression is one of a snow white atd¢hat has well and truly got its showbench act
together. It was further honoured at the Australadiative Orchid Conference in Wollongong
where it was awarded section champion.

As a parent National White has produced many audstg hybrids such as Den. Karloo (with
Gracious Falcon), Den. Lynette Banks (with Eureken. Graham Hewitt (with Ellen) and Den.
Hilda Poxon ( with tetragonum var. giganteum). Agrandparent it has been involved in the highly
awarded Den. Karsun and Den. Kayla hybrids.

National White's hybrids invariably inherit its kpihabit, high flower count, flower form and

modest growth dimensions. A notable trait in thefégpring is that National White tends to mask

the colour contribution of the other parent. A sfime way to produce cleanskin or lightly spotted
Hilda Poxons is to use it as a parent. Severanati®to produce red Den. Delicatums using

National White ( seeing that white speciosums atieer rare then surely the white would be
recessive) have failed to produce the desiredtresghrdless of how dark the Den. kingianum was.
The other notable reproductive feature of Natioiaite is its reluctance to produce viable hybrid
seed pods although attempts to breed it with diteer. speciosums have been more successful. The
seedlings from such outcrosses are showing greatipe with those to flower so far being of very
high quality.

National white has small to average sized pseudtbsbwith unique very broad, sometimes almost
rounded leaves. It flowers reliably each seasonvatgroduce racemes from the secondary eyes
under the leaves as readily as it does from thegrgi eyes. Occasionally it will produce so many
racemes that the plant struggles to maintain tfeegtefeeded resulting in small, short-lived flowers
It prefers to be grown under shadier conditions tim@st other rock lilies, possibly because it lacks
some pigment or because of its broad leavesals@ quite intolerant of overfertilizing as several
growers who were going to "put decent canes omave found out to their regret. Otherwise
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum ‘National WHIGC/AOC-NSW is a real gem which
should be treated the same as any other rock lily.

Neville Roper
June 2003



