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President’'s Message. Hito all.

Congratulations to Richard Dimon for Plant of thigN and Richard Hanman for Popular Choice at the
last meeting.

9" May at Rosemeadow Marketplace Shopping Centrieeisext show, set up from 7.00am, benching
by 8.30pm. Judging at 9.00am. Wonderful oppotyufor members to show off their biggibum
flowering plants. There will be also a section é&xotic orchids for display only. Sales table thew
bring along your plants for sale. (flowering is t)es

The annual auction will be held this month, so plese bring along surplus plants or
any other stuff that can be auctioned on the night. All proceeds to the club

New plants for the raffle prizes have been recefveh Tinonee Orchids and Ray Clement always gives
us a special deal on these

Members are becoming very generous with donationshe monthly raffles and a big thank you to all
that donate in this way.
WALLY

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 19 ™ March, 2015.

Meeting Opened:About 7.30pmand President Wal welcomed members.

1. Apologies Graeme, Don, and Chris.
2. Minutes from Previous Meeting:
Proposed by Richard Hanman seconded bytan Lawson
3. Business Arising from the Minutes:Nil
4. Treasurer's Report: Moved Carol Asquith Second: Tony Asquith

Inward & Outwards Correspondence: Various Newsletters, sent & received.
Delegates Report: Change from ANOS INSURANCE to affiliated GardellCInsurance .

Tony spoke about the difficulty of communicatinglhwvANOS..only email as no phone numbers on
website

General Business

Phil Griffith moved a motion that we accept inswanvith Garden Club of Australia which was
seconded by Tony Asquith. Passed by meeting.



The next ANOS Conference MAY be held in the Kempsea.

A brief discussion followed regarding the May ShawRosemeadow. Representations were made to
Campbelltown to also be involved and at this stédegs been left to asking interested members of
Campbelltown to bring along plants to display oa day.

The minutes note that your editor made some comnegarding the history that exists between
Macarthur ANOS and Campbelltown Orchid Society.

Raffle : lan, Greg S., Kim, Robert, Ross, MagjaMary-anne.
.... And the meeting closed.. about 9.30pm

I hope that members will have a look at this artiat...comes from Bribie island Orchid Society
Site, a site that has really good growing and culte notes.

The Art of Maintaining Root Systems

Some orchids produce massive root systems easityasiCymbidium and Zygopetalum, others such as
Paphiopedilum and Miltoniopsis don’t. Producingoad root system starts with the germination of the
seedlings, or the beginning of the meristem prqoaadtask. You can produce good plants in flask
without any root system simply by omitting the homas and chemicals that initiate root development.
This is normally done where the combination of graypand rooting hormones retard top growth as in
the tissue culture of Eucalyptus species, thenssymarate growth media are used, one to promote top
growth and one to produce roots. After the plaatgelproduced the required amount of roots, they are
then deflasked and grown in a propagation area gystem can also be used for orchids as it igreasi
to work with them in flask at the early stages efelopment if they have little or no roots. Theg ar
then transferred to a medium containing the horrmom@eded for root development before being
deflasked.

Plants coming out of flask without a good activetrsystem are much harder to establish and losses
could be high - hence the deflasking problems ntaowers suffer. Some growers say the roots
produced in flask do not continue to grow onceatéd into a growing medium like bark or
sphagnum, however, | do not find this to be trueotR produced in flask do continue to grow if tesht
properly. As well, the plant then produces mords@s they harden off. Treating plantlets with
hormones/chemicals such as “Best Grow” and “Nu Famowth Formula” when deflasking, assist in
the retention of existing roots and the quick pxdaun of new roots. These chemicals MUST NOT BE
USED AT A STRONGER RATE OR MORE OFTEN THAN RECOMMBEXD. You will only
succeed in producing stunted useless plants wijle haot systems.

Care should also be taken when using these prododesger flowering plants as the side effects can
cause loss of flowers, etc. (see Australian Oré&tediew, December 1995, page 21). Remember to use
your personal protection gear when using chemidasat them all as potential hazards. Selectidhef
growing medium for the plant’s life from seedlirggadult and beyond is crucial. Without a good activ
root system to hold the plant firm in its pot aodyather food and water, your plants will not peri to
their optimum.

THE BASICS

PURCHASING PLANTS

Flasks:

Look for a good balance between top growth andstdaon’t look for plants that have reached the top

of the flask as these could have run out of nutsi@and may be harder to establish. Also, the m@stu
congregates on the inside of the lid and any leagamst the lid will be growing “under water” and



normally die off after deflasking, leaving deadstis for you to cut off risking infection through apen
cut. Select plants about two thirds of the heidhhe flask.

Small Plants:

Seedlings or mericlones - look for well-establishedll-grown plants that are firm in their pots.igh
normally means a good root system. When you gepldre home, gently slide it out of the pot and
check the growing medium and the roots for healith@ests. Repot into your preferred potting medium
or slide back into the original pot.

Larger Plants:

Look for live root tips and a good open potting mued As soon as the weather permits (your normal
potting time), repot into your preferred pottinganen. After potting, a treatment of either of the
products mentioned earlier (ONLY ONCE) will enstite minimum of stress to the plant(s).

YOUR OWN COLLECTION

Small Plants:

The same as above - don’t be frightened to slidetplout of pots to check the medium and rootgouf
can't get the plant back into the pot, simply pdbia larger pot it evidently needs. This can beedo
nearly all year. Regular potting of small plantgem® every six months, is beneficial. The plantsrséz
respond and enjoy the fresh growing medium.

Larger Plants:

Repot every two years. Every twelve months rembeeaap inch of medium and sprinkle a little Blood
and Bone, then top off with new potting medium.e8elyour growing medium with care (see growing
medium next paragraph) and if you suspect a proldeyacurring, take the plant out of its pot and
check. Some orchids such as Paphiopedilum, Milfmsig Disa and all terrestrials should be potted
every year.

GROWING MEDIUM

This is where your own cultural practices dictéte type and size of the product you use to pot your
orchid into. The amount and quality of water, tyyeet of house, be it shadecloth, fibreglass roof wit
shadecloth side or totally enclosed glass/fibregglthee amount of air movement and fertilizer afe al
factors that place demands on your potting med@ther factors such as very cold frosts also dictate
the type of potting medium. Don’t put your plantsoi a mix that will hold a lot of moisture if yoety
severe frosts. That moisture will freeze killing ghlants’ root system.

After some 30 years of growing orchids and trigllmany potting media and additives, | still retton
good composted bark. There is nothing better fonad genera collection. In specialist situationd a
with good quality water, you can use other medisoscessfully.

Selection of the Potting Medium:

This, as stated previously, must be in conjuncith your own personal cultural practices. Choose a
grade of bark that will meet the following criterdou should do a set of trials using the sametplam
the same type and size of pots in different graddsrk.

* The bark will last for two years.

* The roots are attracted into the bark.

* The bark drains quickly.

» The bark retains a coating of moisture.

» There is ample air space between the pieces.

* The pH of the bark is compatible with the type aftod to be grown in it (fertilizer uptake is
restricted if the pH is not correct).

» The bark comes in the correct sizes for your us&gee, Medium, Coarse and Extra Coarse.

* The bark is rough so it does not pack down ovegraog of time.



Preparation of The Bark:

If the bark is already composted, as in Debcdtla Blood and Bone mixed into the moist bark agftl |
for 3 to 4 days will suffice or you can use it gitd from the bag. If the bark is fresh, it shoblzl
treated with a combination for fertilizers, moistdnmixed several times over a period of severakae
before use. It should have a good earthy fragramutea pine fragrance.

POTTING : The bark should be moist, NOT WET, when you pihvt. After potting, a soaking with
either

“Best Grow” or “Nu Farm Growth Formula” will be beficial in reducing the stress on the plant and
ensuring the roots get away quickly to hold thenpfamly and begin to feed the plant. Selectiornhod
pot is important. DO NOT OVERPOT, select a sizé thi#l give your plant two years growth.
Remember, clay pots dry out faster than plastis,®ut take this into consideration when selecting a
potting mix. You may have to use a finer mix sophents don’t dry out too quickly. If you are a kiga
waterer, clay pots might be the right option.

Retention of a Good Active Root System

If you have followed a similar program to the orfeale outlined, you shouldn’t have any problems. If
not, then why not try changing a few of your plataisee if you can improve them and make sure they
are “doing their best” for you. If they grow andrfoem better, change the rest over. Remember, sinles
they have a good root system under them, theynatlperform to their optimum.

HELPFUL HINTS:

* Select a medium that will last two years.

» Select the right grade to suit your culture andpiaat.

» Larger pieces can be used in the base of the @mmtddo the drainage.

* The only additive other than fertilizer, | suggssstyrene foam.

* The bark must drain freely.

* Ensure the bark is properly treated and not toghfs® the roots will be attracted to it.

* An application if either of the two products memigal is beneficial.

« Use the correct type of fertilizers, totally chelhforms are recommended.

* Remember, organic fertilizers are beneficial fromet to time but constant use can break bark
down quickly.

* Flood the pots regularly with water to remove statdrom between the bark and replace with
fresh air containing oxygen.

» Check your root systems regularly at least twiaeyeer.

Good Growing.
John Woolf (Toowoomba)

These notes have been used at our Cultural and®tewer’'s Meetings. They are from various sources

and we thank the authors. All articles are supplieglbood faith and the Bribie Island Orchid Society
and its members will not be held responsible forlass or damage.
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Benching Results March Meeting 19/3/2015

Dendrobium Species Den. Monophyllum R. Dimon
Den. scheiderae R. Morrison
Dendrobium Hybrid Den. x superbiens A. & C. Alqu
Den. Pinterry R. Morrison
Sarcanthinae Species Sarc. hirticalcar P. Griffiths
Sarcanthinae Hybrid Sarc. Zyzzy ‘D’ I. Lawson
S. Velvet G. Steenbeeke
Bulbophyllum B. exiguum R. Hanman
B. schillerianum R. Morrison
Aust. Species Other L. swanssonii T. Cooke
L. reflexa J. English
Aust. Hybrid Other nil
Terrestrial Pterostylis P. revoluta W. & M. Soutltiwe
P. obtuse R. Hanman
Dockrillia nil
Terrestrial Other Acianthus exsertus R. Hanman
Caladenia Species nil
Australasian Species Den. Bracteosum M. A.nkfar
Australasian Hybrid nil
Seedling
Seedling First Flowering Sarc. Velvet l. Lawson
Sarc. Riverdene x P.
tridentate . Lawson
Growing Competition 1. R. Morrison R. Hanman

Growing Competition 2.

Plant of the night is Den. Monophyllum grown by Rehard Dimon and the Popular Choice was
Bulb. Exiguum grown by Richard Hanman...... Cagratulations
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GOM@ROWING..



